














FAMILY-EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP

“Thank you for bringing me information and materials to help me teach my children.” — Tameka, program participant
Like Tameka*, many parents sending a child to school for the first time could use the support and guidance of someone trained and
trusted to help them along the way. Having additional support from someone who understands both the family and the child’s needs
can make a big difference as parents learn how to partner with teachers and school administrators. Through HumanKind’s Family-
Education Partnership (FEP), families have a
reliable resource for support and advice while
learning skills to help each child be successful
in school. Thanks to your generosity, this is
possible.

New to HumanKind in 2015, Family-Education

Partnership is a home visiting program that

utilizes the Growing Great Kids curriculum

to support and encourage families with

preschool children. The FEP staff meets with

each family in the home twice per month and

assists them in identifying and working toward

goals developed by both the family and the

FEP staff. The program also serves as a bridge between families and the school system. Once enrolled in the program, the FEP staff
are able to continue working with families through the first grade, providing ongoing support along the way.

Any family with a child enrolled in the Lynchburg City School’s Pre-K program may participate. The program is free of charge and
does not require Medicaid or other forms of insurance. This program is funded through an Education Readiness Initiative grant from
the United Way of Central Virginia.

PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING

Because of your support, we were able to serve a new population in need this year — the homeless. In Lynchburg, we were invited
to enter into a partnership with the Lynchburg Redevelopment and Housing Authority that provides Permanent Supportive Housing
(PSH) to homeless individuals through Housing First Lynchburg. This new program is designed to help individuals with documented
physical or mental disabilities (as well substance abuse issues) obtain and maintain independent housing.

97% of our clients earn less than $10,000 per year and 100% of our clients have a disabling condition, so we help them find and
secure independent and stable housing.

Once they have shelter, we develop individualized housing plans to help participants connect with services to maintain their housing.
This program creates stability in participants’ lives through developing monthly budgets, scheduling appointments, mediating conflicts
with landlords or other tenants, and encouraging them to pursue their goals.






BRAAC: OUR NEW NEIGHBOR

We’re energized about the new neighbors on our Presbyterian
Homes Campus! The Blue Ridge Autism and Achievement Center
(BRAAC) moved into one of our cottages and we’re excited about this
partnership. BRAAC is a nonprofit, nonsectarian center that provides
education and services for children and families affected by autism
and unique learning challenges, such as learning disabilities. It was
founded in 2009 through a merger of two similar programs whose
missions were the same.

“BRAAC has been essential in Maddie’s success for everyday life. As
far as my family is concerned, BRAAC is the #1 resource for autism in
southwestern Virginia.” - Diane Martin Bell, BRAAC mom

COMING SOON

Our Child Care Resource Center has partnered with Central Virginia
Community College (CVCC) to offer the Child Development Associate
(CDA) class on their campus. This course gives early childhood
educators the knowledge they need to complete the CDA exam,
which is essential to earning the CDA credential that gives educators
the qualifications they need to become directors and leaders in the
child care community. Your contribution helps build partnerships such
as this that lead to strong foundations for the future of our community.
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GROWING
COLLABORATIONS

The seeds of an initiative that’s been many years in the
making started to grow this year as we began work on
our Community Gardens project. In partnership with
Virginia Tech, Hill City Master Gardeners, the Boys and
Girls Club and the Y, we prepared a plot of land on the
Presbyterian Homes Campus to begin planting and
growing fruits and vegetables. With your support, and
the community’s support, we hope to grow a few small
plots to demonstration and production gardens. Short
term, the project will provide education on “seed to table”,
small plots for groups and families that choose to work
them and “gleaning” for families who need food.

We recognize that both the activity of gardening and
the end product are healthy for children and adults alike
and wish to provide both to communities in need. Along
with our partners, we wish for children to have a chance
to learn from the activity of preparing, planting and
harvesting in these gardens. The fruits and vegetables
grown here will be donated to participants and partners.
Stay tuned ...this will be an exciting project to watch grow
in 2016.



-
DREAM RIDE CELEBRATION

Greg, a resident in the Lynchburg Adult Group Home, was chosen out

of 1,100 participants in Central Virginia Special Olympics to go on the
Dream Ride Celebration in Connecticut. He was joined by 145 other
athletes from all across the country, Australia, and St. Kitts and Neuvis.
Golden McDaniel, who works in the group home, was Greg’s guest when
they flew to Connecticut for a long weekend of fun at the Farmington
Club. The Club had classic and exotic cars for the weekend, athlete
activities, great entertainment and a country concert that took place
the night after the Dream Cruise. The Dream Ride Experience is a
culmination of years’ worth of fundraising events, activities and outreach.
Itis an event to celebrate the achievements of Special Olympics athletes
and to honor these outstanding men, women and children living with

intellectual disabilities in our communities.

OPEN HEARTS, OPEN HOMES AMAZING PARTNERSHIP

HumanKind’s Therapeutic Foster Care program is thriving, thanks to An amazing partnership is allowing families in our
families who made the decision to open their hearts and open their homes Healthy Families program to experience Amazement
to children and teens in need of a loving, safe and stable environment. Square. Because of a special subsidized membership,
HumanKind’s program offers extensive training, ongoing education, a participants in our Healthy Families program are able to
tax-free monthly stipend, support groups and respite care — all to support enjoy the museum with their children.

and encourage families fostering children.

“I have taken several families who have
HumanKind’s Therapeutic Foster Care program started in 2011. Since challenges playing or bonding with their children.

then more than 75 children have been placed in loving homes. Of those The museum’s interactive and engaging

children, nine have been adopted into forever homes by their foster environment has helped these parents to relax

families.

”

and create positive memories with their children.

— HumanKind Family Support Worker

Healthy Families promotes positive interactive parenting
and developing happy, healthy children. It’'s a home-
visiting program that serves parents from pregnancy
through the child’s fifth birthday.













